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THE important part- that treasure hunting
played in the lives of our ancestors is realized
by very few. Expeditions in search of pirate hoards
are to-day an almost yearly occurrence. In the
past is has been far otherwise. The hope of treasure
has led to the marching of armies and to the launch-
ing of fleets; it has brought about the deaths of
monarchs and the wars of princes. Its pursuit
has been the sport, not untinged by some hope
of gain, of Kings and Emperors; treasure has
been the lode-stone that has led their subjects to
treason and even brought them within the shadow
of the scaffold. Black magic and natural science,
ghosts and dreams, superstition and legendary lore
have all played their parts in the search for and
sometimes in the recovery of buried gold.
Mr. Beard has endeavoured to trace the history
of this pastime throughout the ages, to recreate
the background of contemporary events which often
rendered it a very dangerous occupation, and to
reconstruct when possible the events that led to
the hiding or loss of treasure recovered in recent
times,